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Elfin Cove Fishing Guides and Deckhands Sentenced

(SITKA, Alaska) – Six Elfin Cove Eagle Charters fishing guides and deckhands were sentenced in Sitka court 
on Wednesday in connection with numerous sport fishing violations following a 2009 undercover investigation.

In August and September of 2009, Alaska Wildlife Troopers (AWT) conducted an investigation into the charter 
company where Troopers witnessed violations committed by four separate charter captains and two deckhands 
employed Elfin Cove Eagle Charters Alaska, LLC. The violations included sport fishing guides fishing for and 
retaining halibut, taking of over limit of salmon and halibut, fishing with an excess number of rods, waste of 
sport caught fish, use of sport caught fish for bait, failure to retain non-pelagic rock fish and failure to accurately 
record the daily catch in the guide’s saltwater log book. 

Elfin Cove Eagle Charters Alaska, LLC pleaded guilty to one consolidated count of Sport Fish Guide Violations 
in a Sitka court on April 20. The corporation was sentenced to pay a fine of  $150,000 with $90,000 suspended, 
informal probation for a period of three years with the condition not to commit no new fish and game violations 
and obey all court orders. 

The guides and deckhands were charged on April 26. They entered a change of plea in a Sitka court yesterday 
and agreed to the following sentencing terms:

•	 Sport fishing guide Joshua Baymiller, age 35, of New York fished for halibut with an over limit of gear, 
fished and landed halibut while acting as a sport fish guide, took an over limit of halibut, failed to record 
a shark landing, took and over limit of shark, and wasted three sharks when he killed each one and threw 
them back into the water, failed to immediately record the harvest of yellow eye rockfish, and falsified 
the log book sheet by recording an incorrect number of harvests for each client. He pleaded guilty to one 
consolidate count of sport fish guide violations where the fine was set at $10,000 with $5,000 suspended, 
revocation of his sport fishing license and guiding privileges for three years with all three years suspended, 
informal probation for a period of three years with the condition to commit no new fish and game violations 
and obey all court orders.

•	 Sport fishing guide Michael Moon, age 52, of Oregon aided the client in the commission of an offense while 
acting as a sport fish guide, fished for and retained halibut when prohibited, retained an over limit of halibut, 
falsified the sport fish log book by recording the incorrect number of harvests for each client, used rockfish 
as bait, and used over the limit of gear for salmon, halibut, and rockfish. He also retained a sport caught 
black rock fish to use as bait while fishing for halibut and allowed one of the clients to fish without a valid 
fishing license in possession. He pleaded guilty to one consolidated count of sport fish guide violations with 
a sentence set at $10,000 with $5,000 suspended, revocation of his sport fishing guiding privileges for three 



years with all three years suspended, informal probation for a period of three years with the condition he 
commit no new fish and game violations and obey all court orders.

•	 Sport fishing guide Riley Niewenhuis, age 29, of South Dakota fished with an over limit of gear while 
fishing for salmon, failed to retain two non-pelagic rockfish when required and subsequently failed to log the 
fish, fished for lingcod when prohibited, falsified the log book by recording an incorrect numbers of harvests 
for each client, and aided the client in the commission of a violation. Niewenhuis pleaded guilty to one 
consolidated count of sport fish guide violations where the fine was set at $10,000 with $6,500 suspended, 
revocation of his sport fish guiding privileges for a period of three years with all three suspended, informal 
probation for a period of five years with the condition he commit no new fish and game violations and obey 
all court orders. 

•	 Sport fishing guide Ken Ecklund, age 52, of Washington fished with an over limit of gear for silver salmon, 
rock fish and halibut, fished for and retained halibut when prohibited, failed to retain a non-pelagic rock 
fish and ultimately wasted the rock fish when it was released and failed to record the correct number of fish 
harvest by each person in the saltwater logbook. Ecklund pleaded guilty to one consolidated count of sport 
fish guide violations where the fine was set at 10,000 with $6,500 suspended, revocation of his sport fish 
guiding privileges for a period of three years with all three suspended, informal probation for a period of 
five years with the condition he commit no new fish and game violations and obey all court orders.

•	 Deckhand Stuart Glendenning, age 54, of Washington aided Baymiller when the guide sport fished, landed 
and retained halibut when prohibited, and sport fished with an over limit of gear. He pleaded guilty to taking 
or possessing over the limit of halibut with a fine set at $3,000 with $1,500 suspended, informal probation 
for a period of two years with the condition he commit no new fish and game violations and obey all court 
orders.

•	 Deckhand Tyler Ecklund, age 23, of Washington aided Niewenhuis in sport fishing with an over limit of 
gear. He pleaded guilty to fishing with more than the maximum number of fishing lines that may be used 
from a sport fishing vessel. His fine was set at $3,000 with $1,500 suspended, informal probation for a 
period of two years with the condition he commit no new fish and game violations and obey all court orders.

The AWT Wildlife Investigations Unit received assistance from the Department of Law, Office of Special 
Prosecutions and Appeals; National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration Office of Law Enforcement in Juneau; 
game wardens with the Washington Division of Fish and Wildlife; game wardens with the South Dakota Game, 
Fish and Parks; and Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office, Bureau of Investigation.

For more information contact Alaska Wildlife Trooper Investigator Matthew Hightower at 269-5671, Assistant 
Attorney General Andrew Peterson at 269-7948, or Beth Ipsen Department of Public Safety Public Information 
Office.
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