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DNA Collected in Alaska Helps Solve a Washington Case

(ANCHORAGE, Alaska) — At the end of May 2016, a man was arrested in Washington for a crime
committed over a decade ago. At the time of the crime, his sperm was recovered from a rape victim.
Investigating law enforcement officers couldn’t find a match after it was entered into a DNA database
called Combined DNA Index System (CODIS). The man’s DNA, which had been collected in 2015 after he
was accused of committing a felony crime in Anchorage, identified him as the previously unknown
suspect.

“While DNA testing is not the answer in every case, the CODIS database continues to play a significant
role in our criminal justice system,” said Michelle Collins, Alaska State CODIS Administrator. “DNA hits in
CODIS have been known to provide new information in decades old investigations allowing once cold
cases to be further investigated and potentially solved.”

Alaska Statute 44.41.035 went into effect on January 1, 1996, requiring persons who were convicted of a
felony or felony attempt under AS 11.41 (crime against a person) to provide the Alaska Department of
Public Safety with a DNA sample. These samples are analyzed at the state crime lab and entered into
CODIS. The database also contains DNA profiles from crime scene evidence. The profiles are searched
against each other in the hopes of generating investigative leads that would solve crime.

The Department of Public Safety Crime Detection Laboratory began entering samples into its DNA
database in August of 1999. These profiles were also uploaded to a national database, administered by
the FBI, where they can be searched against profiles contributed from other public crime labs across the
country.

In 2001, Alaska had its first database match. DNA profiles from two sexual assault cases with an
unknown suspect were matched to each other. The source of those profiles was later identified when
they matched a third case, this time with a known suspect. The following year, the state’s first national
hit occurred when a profile from a homicide case was matched to an offender in Oregon.

Since its inception, Alaska’s law has been expanded to include persons convicted of misdemeanor
crimes against a person and felony property crimes, persons required to register as a sex offender and in
2007, adults arrested for a crime against a person or a felony property crime. To date, CODIS has aided
nearly 600 investigations in the State of Alaska. Nationwide, that number is over 300,000.
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