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April 23, 2010

AST Rewards German Shepherd for Leading Trooper to Caswell Lake Fire
(ANCHORAGE, Alaska) – Today, 5-year-old German Shepherd Buddy and his family were presented with a Letter of Appreciation for his valiant actions when he led an Alaska State Trooper to a fire that was threatening his owner’s home on April 4, 2010. 

“This example of heroism should open our eyes to the value of the bond of a dog and his family,” said AST Director Col. Audie Holloway before Trooper Terrence Shanigan handed over a stainless steel dog bowl engraved with the AST badge and addressed to Buddy, a “very helpful German Shepherd in appreciation of Your Diligence and Assistance to the Alaska State Troopers, April 4, 2010.”

Buddy and his human family, 23-year-old Ben Heinrichs and Ben’s parents, Thomas and Lynette Heinrichs, also received the framed Letter of Appreciation and doggie treats on behalf of their pet dog. 

The presentation took place in front of roughly 20 reporters who set up on the side lawn at the Department of Public Safety Headquarters in Anchorage Friday afternoon.
“Likewise, Trooper Terrence Shanigan recognized the animal’s urgency and not ignoring the dog in the roadway, but acted on a hunch, followed Buddy, thus saving valuable time in responding to the emergency,” Col. Holloway said. “We need to realize the value of our animal companions because they care about us as much, or even more, than we care about them.”

###
Photographs and video from this presentation as well as a copy of the Letter of Appreciation, is available at http://www.dps.state.ak.us/PIO/releases/resources/Dog%20Leads%20Trooper%20to%20Fire/
The original press release recounting the event and a copy of the Letter of Appreciation can also be found at this link.

Vidio from Trp. Shanigans’ in-camera dash and from the press conference today can be found at: The files are titles “4-4-2010 Dog leads Trooper to fire” and “Buddy_press_conf_4_23_10 34MB”.
Cutlines for photos:

Award//Photo courtesy of Alaska State Troopers

Alaska State Trooper Director Col. Audie Holloway, on far left, praises the actions of Buddy in leading Trooper Terrence Shanigan to his human companion’s property fire. Shanigan presented a stainless steel dog bowl, letter of appreciation and dog goodies to Buddy, his owner Ben Heinrichs, Thomas Heinrichs, Lynette Heinrichs and granddaughter niece Ana Williamson. Pictured are in order from left to right, Col. Holloway, Trp. Shanigan, Ben Heinrichs, Thomas Heinrichs holding Ana Williamson and Lynette Heinrichs.

Ben and Buddy//Photo courtesy the Heinrichs Family

Buddy and his human companion, Ben Heinrichs.

Ben  Buddy w media//Photo courtesy Alaska State Troopers

Buddy, a 5-year-old German Shepherd credited with leading an Alaska State Trooper to his owner’s property fire on April 4, seems oblivious to media as they interview his human companion, Ben Heinrichs.

Ben shake Buddy//Photo courtesy Alaska State Troopers

Buddy gives his human companion, Ben Heinrichs, a shake while Ben tries to get Buddy to pose for cameras. 

Buddy 1, 2, 3//Photos courtesy the Heinrichs Family

(photos of Buddy taken from this morning)

Buddy Bowl//Photo courtesy Alaska State Troopers

Buddy, a 5-year-old German Shepherd credited with leading an Alaska State Trooper to his owner’s property fire on April 4, sits near the stainless steel engraved dog bowl Alaska State Troopers presented him with outside the Department of Public Safety Headquarters in Anchorage on April 23, 2010.

Buddy Looking Back//Photo courtesy Alaska State Troopers

Buddy, 5-year-old German Shepherd credited with leading an Alaska State Trooper to his owner’s property fire on April 4, looks back as his human companion, 23-year-old Ben Heinrichs speaks to reporters on April 23, 2010. Alaska State Trooper Terrence Shanigan and Ben’s father, Thomas Heinrichs, listen beside him.

Buddy saying hi//Photo courtesy Alaska State Troopers

Buddy says hello to Alaska State Trooper Terrence Shanigan and his human companion, Ben Heinrichs, while AST Director Col. Audie Holloway talks about the importance of Buddy’s actions when directing Shanigan to his owner’s property fire in Caswell Lakes on April 4, 2010. The Heinrich family of father Thomas and mother Lynette Heinrichs stand beside Ben and Buddy.

Buddy w Bowl//Photo courtesy Alaska State Troopers

Buddy, a 5-year-old German Shepherd credited with leading an Alaska State Trooper to his owner’s property fire on April 4, sits near the stainless steel engraved dog bowl Alaska State Troopers presented him with outside the Department of Public Safety Headquarters in Anchorage on April 23, 2010.

