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DPS to Add Troopers, VPSOs in Northwest Arctic

(SELAWIK, Alaska) — While visiting the Northwest Arctic Region this week, Department of Public Safety
Commissioner Joseph Masters announced on Wednesday the addition of an Alaska State Trooper post in
Selawik and additional Village Public Safety Officers in the area. Commissioner Masters told community
members in Kiana and Selawik, villages that had asked for more public safety personnel including a
trooper post, the state will add three trooper positions and increase the number of VPSOs in the region
in the upcoming fiscal year. In addition, after an absence of a permanent post in the village for decades,
Selawik will house two troopers to give the village a continual trooper presence. This was in response to
requests from the communities and Northwest Arctic Borough to make the villages safer. Masters, along
with AST Director Col. Keith Mallard, C Detachment Commander Capt. Barry Wilson and VPSO
Commander Capt. Steve Arlow, traveled to Kotzebue, Kiana and Selawik to talk with residents about the
state’s commitment to making people safe in their homes and communities.

The increased public safety presence in the Northwest Arctic is part of Governor Sean Parnell’s initiative,
“Safe Homes, Strong Families,” to make communities safer by reducing the rates of sexual assault and
domestic violence. Part of this effort is to increase the number of VPSOs in the state by 15 positions
each year. The goal is to place a VPSO in every village that wants one. For the Northwest Arctic, that
number has already increased from one VPSO for the past few years to six as of today. In addition to
VPSOs, funding to provide more Village Police Officers in the 10 villages that dot the Northwest Arctic,
an area the size of Indiana, has also increased through grant funding to the Northwest Arctic Borough.

The choice to place a trooper post in Selawik was based on which village had the highest public safety
need along with the ability to provide the community support and infrastructure. The Department of
Health and Social Services and the Mental Health Trust were instrumental in measuring that need and
support.

“I think this is a history-making announcement,” said Northwest Borough Assembly President Walter
Sampson, who traveled with Department of Public Safety personnel on the trip to Kiana and Selawik.
“For years, this region has been working hard for this.”

Commissioner Masters explained while in each village and Kotzebue that this effort would not have
been possible if it weren’t for the work Sampson, other community leaders such as Northwest Arctic
Borough Mayor Siikaurag Martha Whiting, and Alaska legislators, in particular Sen. Donny Olson and
Rep. Reggie Joule, did on the behalf of the people in this region.

“We just want our people to be safe,” said Mayor Whiting. “There’s a positive momentum going and we
want to keep it going.”
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Photos from the trip are found at the following link on the Alaska State Trooper Public Information
Office Media Resources website:
http://www.dps.state.ak.us/P10/releases/resources/Photographs/Northwest%20Arctic%20visit%20May
%202011

Photo cutlines:

Kiana meeting:

DPS Commissioner Joseph Masters, far right, listens to Northwest Arctic community leaders, from right,
Kiana City Administrator Crystal Johnson, Kiana City Clerk Louise Reed, Kiana Mayor Brad Reich,
community activist Greta Schuerch, Northwest Arctic Borough Mayor Siikauraq Martha Whiting voicing
their concerns about public safety in their village. Also listening to their concerns at the meeting in Kiana
on May 4, 2011 are (in uniform from left to right) Alaska State Troopers Capt. Steve Arlow, Col. Keith
Mallard and Village Public Safety Officer Steven Rugge.

Walk thru Kiana:

In front, from left to right, Alaska State Trooper Col. Keith Mallard, City Administrator Crystal Johnson,
City Clerk Louise Reed and Sgt. Duane Stone from the Kotzeube post, walk through Kiana on their way to
the school to meet with both community leaders and students on May 4, 2011. In back are (from left to
right), Capt. Steve Arlow and Village Public Safety Officers Steven Rugge and Jason Turk.

Masters in Kiana Classroom:
DPS Commissioner Joseph Masters speaks to school children at the Kiana school on May 4, 2011. Col.
Keith Mallard and Village Public Safety Officer Jason Turk also listened to the presentation.

Selawik bridge:

Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly President Walter Sampson, Trooper Gordon Young and C
Detachment Commander Capt. Barry Wilson walk across the bridge in Selawik on their way to a
community meeting at the school.

DStone showing photo:
After the meeting in Selawik, Sgt. Duane Stone, supervisor of the Kotzebue post that provides public
safety for the Northwest Arctic Region, shows off a photo of a sheefish he caught.

Masters Mallard greet in Selawik
DPS Commissioner Joseph Masters, right, and Col. Keith Mallard, left, greet elders to a community
meeting at the Selawik school on May 4, 2011.



