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H. Victim Rights 

1. See OPM Chapter 228 

2. Pursuant to AS 18.65.865- A peace officer shall provide a victim of sexual assault 
notification of their rights using the most current DVSA booklet. 

3. Pursuant to AS 18.68.040-Sexual assault victims may not be required to pay for 
examinations. A law enforcement agency, health care facility, or other entity may 
not require a victim of sexual assault who is 16 years of age or older to pay directly 
or indirectly through health insurance or by any other means, for the costs of the 
examination [AS 18.68.040].  

AST covers the cost of the forensic portion of the medical forensic exam if the exam 
was authorized by AST. This includes the cost of transportation to and from exams 
as well as the cost of the follow-up exam (including airfare and hotel as well).  

4. The purpose of AS 12.61.100-150 is to protect victims and witnesses of crime from 
risk of harassment, intimidation, an unwarranted invasion of privacy by prohibiting 
the unnecessary disclosure of their address and telephone number.  

5. The portion of the records of a court or a law enforcement agency that contains the 
name of a victim of a sexual offense or kidnapping shall be withheld from public 
inspection. In all records open to public inspection victim’s initials shall be used. [AS 
12.61.140] 

Except with the consent of the court in which the case is or would be prosecuted 
and is not public record under AS 40.25.110-40.25.125. 

6. Victim Rights-Alaska Constitution 

a. To be treated with dignity, respect and fairness 
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b. Obtain information about and be allowed to be present at all criminal or 
juvenile proceedings where the accused has the right to be present 

c. Timely disposition of the case  

236.640 ANONYMOUS REPORT BY A VICTIM    

A. Anonymous reporting option. A sexual assault is a traumatic event.  Some victims may be 
extremely reluctant to cooperate with law enforcement and to participate in the standard reporting 
process in the immediate aftermath of a sexual assault.  When victims express such a concern, they 
can be offered the opportunity to provide information about their sexual assault through an 
anonymous reporting procedure. Due to mandatory reporting requirements under AS 47.17.020 
and AS 47.24.010, the anonymous reporting option must not be offered to a person under the age 
of 18, or a vulnerable adult as defined under AS 47.24.900(21). 
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236.650 MANDATORY REPORTING REQUIREMENTS   

A. Law enforcement as mandatory reporters. Law Enforcement Officers are mandated to 
report to the proper agency when investigating crimes of sexual assault if the victim falls into one of 
the following categories. 

1. The victim is a vulnerable adult. If the victim is an elder, under AS 47.24.010 the 
officer must make a report of harm within 24 hours to Adult Protective Services 
(APS). 
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a. When a victim of sexual assault is elderly (65 or older) or a vulnerable adult 
(a person 18 or older who has a physical or mental disability or impairment 
as defined by statute), or when the accused or the victim of sexual assault is 
the sole caretaker of a physically dependent elder or vulnerable adult and 
the person can no longer provide care (as, for example, when the victim is 
hospitalized or when the accused is arrested), the responding officer shall 
determine whether the elder or vulnerable adult is physically endangered, 
either as a result of the abuse, a preexisting medical condition, or the 
removal of a caretaker. 

b. If the elder or vulnerable adult is physically endangered, the officer shall 
determine (by asking a mentally alert elder or vulnerable adult, or by asking 
the victim or accused) whether there is responsible friend or relative who 
can be contacted immediately to provide care. If there is no one available to 
care for the elder or vulnerable adult, the officer shall transport, or arrange 
for someone else to transport, the elder or disabled adult to a medical 
facility or other appropriate location.  

In addition to providing the victim notification required by other provisions 
of this policy, if the victim is an elder, under AS 47.24.010 the officer must 
make a report of harm within 24 hours to Adult Protective Services. 

2. The victim is a child.  When the victim or witness of abuse is a minor child, the 
officer must immediately report the harm to the nearest Office of Children’s 
Services (OCS). [Ref AS 47.17.020 and AS 47.10.011(8)(ii)] 

a. If the victim is a minor child, officers shall follow policies outlines in OPM 
Chapter 235 (Child Abuse) and all applicable statutes.  

b. If the accused is arrested and was the sole caretaker of a child, or the victim 
is the sole caretaker of a child and can no longer provide care (as, for 
example, when the victim is hospitalized), the officer shall determine (for 
example, by asking the victim or mature child) whether there is a 
responsible relative who can care for the child and, if so, shall contact that 
relative and await the relative's arrival.  

c. If no responsible relative is available, the officer shall contact the OCS and 
will either remain at the residence until a social worker arrives or transport 
the child to a location designated by OCS.  

d. If the officer is unable to contact OCS, the child shall be transported to a 
place of safety and the officer shall continue efforts to reach OCS. 

 
236.660 EMPLOYEES AS VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT  

Law enforcement response to employee victims is the same as other victims. DPS employees who 
are the victims of sexual assault (victims of sexual assault or plaintiffs in a Sexual Assault/Stalking 
Protective Order) shall receive the same law response (e.g. investigation, evidence collection) as 
other similarly situated victims. Employee victims may request response from a supervisor if they 
prefer the responding officer not conduct the investigation. 




