[image: ] Alaska Scientific Crime Detection Laboratory
Statement of Qualifications

		  
Name: Kara James			Date of Last Update: 1/8/2026
Job Title: Forensic Scientist 3

Indicate all disciplines in which you currently perform testing or calibration work:

	☒
	Seized Drugs
	
	☐
	Blood Alcohol (Toxicology – Testing)

	☐
	Biology
	
	☐
	Firearms/Toolmarks

	☐
	Latent Prints (Friction Ridge)
	
	☐
	Crime Scene

	☐
	Breath Alcohol (Toxicology - Calibration)
	
	☐
	Impressions (Footwear)



For each discipline checked in the table above, list all categories in which you perform work:

	Perform chemical analyses on suspected controlled substances.
Ensure proper operation, maintenance, and calibration of analytical instrumentation.
Testify as an expert witness in the identification of controlled substances.



Education:  List all higher academic institutions attended (list high school only if no college degree has been attained). 

	Institution 
	Dates Attended
	Major
	Degree Completed

	California State University Sacramento
	2004 - 2010
	Chemistry (Forensic)
	Bachelor’s

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Continuing Education:  List formal coursework, conferences, workshops, in-service and other training received applicable to past and current forensic related positions.  

	Course Title
	Source of Training
	Date(s) of Training

	FSIO Courtroom Testimony Seminar
	OSHP
	10/25/2022

	2024 MAFS Annual Conference
	MAFS
	9/8/2024

	2025 AAFS Annual Conference
	AAFS
	2/17/2025

	2025 MAFS Annual Conference 
	MAFS
	8/25/2025

	
	
	



Testimony:  Complete the information below for testimony provided.

	Discipline or Category of Testimony
	Period of Time in Which Testimony Occurred
	Approximate Number of Times Testified

	Latent Prints
	2006 - 2010
	5

	Toxicology
	2010 - 2011
	1

	Seized Drugs
	2022 - 2025
	2



Professional Affiliations:  List professional organizations of which you are or have been a member. Indicate any offices or other positions held and the date(s) of these activities.

	Organization
	Period of Membership
	Offices or Positions Held/Dates

	Midwestern Association of Forensic Scientists
	2022-2025
	Associate Member

	American Academy of Forensic Sciences
	2024-2026
	Associate Member

	Clandestine Laboratory Investigating Chemists Association
	2024-2026
	Associate Member



Employment History: List all scientific or technical positions held, particularly those related to forensic science. 
List current position first. 

	Job Title
	Forensic Scientist 3
	Tenure
	2025 - Present

	Employer
	Alaska Scientific Crime Detection Laboratory

	Performs scientific analysis in seized drugs and presents those findings to the criminal justice system in both written reports and expert testimony. Additional duties include participation in method validation, review of OSAC standards, instrument maintenance, serving as a training mentor for laboratory personnel, and providing training to external stakeholders. 

	




	Job Title
	Criminalist
	Tenure
	2022 – 2025

	Employer
	Ohio State Highway Patrol Crime Laboratory

	Performs analysis on seized drugs, evaluates data, and develops opinions based on knowledge, skills, and sound analytical processes.

	




	Job Title
	Chemist II
	Tenure
	2021 – 2022

	Employer
	California Laboratory Services

	Conducts chemical analyses using analytical instrumentation following EPA guidelines and test methods for water, wastewater, and soil.

	




	Job Title
	Senior Organic Chemist
	Tenure
	2018 – 2021

	Employer
	ProVera Laboratories

	Performs analysis of volatile and semi volatile hydrocarbons and chlorinated solvent residues in water, soil, and air samples.

	




	Job Title
	Air Pollution Specialist I
	Tenure
	2016 - 2017

	Employer
	California State Air Resources Board

	Operates and maintains a variety of analytical instrumentation, including Gas Chromatography Mass Spectrometers (GCMS), Thermal Desorption GCMS, and High Performance Liquid Chromatography systems.

	




	Job Title
	Forensic Toxicologist
	Tenure
	2010 - 2011

	Employer
	Valley Toxicology

	Performs chemical examinations of blood and urine evidence for illicit drugs using quantitative and qualitative laboratory techniques.

	




	Job Title
	Student Trainee
	Tenure
	2006 - 2011

	Employer
	Sacramento Police Department Evidence Laboratory

	Processes a full spectrum of evidence for latent fingerprints using preservation, recovery, and documentation techniques.

	




Other Qualifications:  List below all personal certifications identifying the issuing organization and the dates; all scientific publications and/or presentations you have authored or co-authored, research in which you are or have been involved, academic or other teaching positions you have held, and any other information which you consider relevant to your qualifications.
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