
Welcome to the Alaska Department of Public Safety 
Media Access Guide 
 
Media Alerts & Notifications 
 
The Alaska Department of Public Safety uses a variety of tools to keep the public and the media 

informed of critical information across the state. DPS uses a statewide alerting system to provide 

mass email and push notification alerts on a myriad of time sensitive topics. Reporters can self-

subscribe to receive alerts from Troopers by region through AKtips. Troopers also use AKtips to 

request anonymous crime tips from Alaskans across our area of responsibility. Interested 

reporters can download the AKtips Smartphone app for iPhone or Android or sign up for email 

alerts here.  

 
The Alaska State Troopers assists with issuing Amber Alerts and Silver Alerts across the state. 

These alerts are a partnership between the Alaska Division of Homeland Security and 

Emergency Management as well as the Alaska Broadcasters Association. To sign up to receive 

Amber Alert email notifications please visit: https://list.state.ak.us/mailman/listinfo/amber_alert. 

To sign up for Silver Alert email notification please visit: 

https://list.state.ak.us/mailman/listinfo/silver.alert. 

 
The Department of Public Safety also maintains an internal media notification email list. If you 

would like to receive media notifications via email, please email any member of the public 

information office to be added to the list.  

 

Daily Dispatches  

The Alaska Department of Public Safety publishes brief synopsis from many significant events 

that occur around the state. These updates are posted by Troopers, administrative staff, and 

public information officers in real time. The first stop for information about any incident should 

be our Daily Dispatches page at https://dailydispatch.dps.alaska.gov/. If you do not see any 

information about an incident which you have a question about, please reach out to the public 

information office.  

 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/aktips/id1572700303?ign-mpt=uo%3D4
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.citizenobserver.aktips&hl=es_AR&gl=US
https://www.tip411.com/sign_up?agency_id=1136
https://www.tip411.com/sign_up?agency_id=1136
https://list.state.ak.us/mailman/listinfo/amber_alert
https://list.state.ak.us/mailman/listinfo/silver.alert
https://dailydispatch.dps.alaska.gov/


Contact the DPS Public Information Office Staff 

 
Please submit media inquiries, interview requests, or production requests to: 
dps.pio@alaska.gov. (This will ensure that your inquiry is responded to in a timely manner.) 
 
Austin McDaniel, Communications Director. Phone: 907-269-5413  
austin.mcdaniel@alaska.gov 
 
Tim DeSpain, Information Officer III. Phone: 907-269-5549  tim.despain@alaska.gov 
 
John Dougherty Information Officer II. Phone: 907-269-5951 john.dougherty@alaska.gov 
 
Justin Freeman Visual Information Specialist Phone: 907-269-5511 justin.freeman@alaska.gov 
 
 
Department Command Staff Reference  
 

Alaska State Troopers (AST) 
 
Director's Office 

Colonel Maurice Hughes, Director 

Major Dave Hanson, Deputy Director 

Major Anthony April, Deputy Director 

 

AST Division Staff 

Captain Ramin Dunford, HQ Staff Supervisor,  

Lieutenant, Special Projects (Vacant)  

Lieutenant Benjamin Endres, Emergency Management and Search and Rescue 

Lieutenant Scott Bartlett, Recruitment Supervisor 

Lieutenant Robert French, Anchorage Judicial Services Supervisor  
 

 

"A" Detachment North (Kenai Peninsula) 

Captain Mike Zweifel, Commander  

Lieutenant Michael Henry, Deputy Commander  

 

"A" Detachment South (Southeast Alaska) 

Captain Mike Zweifel, Commander  
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Lieutenant Nick Zito, Deputy Commander  

 

"B" Detachment (Southcentral Alaska) 

Mat-Su Valley, Glennallen 

Captain Andrew Gorn, Commander 

Lieutenant, Deputy Commander 

Lieutenant Todd Moehring, Deputy Commander 

 

"C" Detachment (Western Alaska) 

Captain Andrew Merrill, Commander 

Lieutenant Lonnie Gonzales, Deputy Commander 

Lieutenant Nicholas Zito, Deputy Commander  

 

"D" Detachment (Interior Alaska) 

Captain Eric Spitzer, Commander  

Lieutenant Jess Carson, Deputy Commander 

Lieutenant Michael Roberts, Deputy Commander 

 

Alaska Bureau of Investigation 

Includes: Computer and Financial Crimes, Major Crimes, Crimes Against Children, Missing 

Persons Unit,  

Captain Tony Wegrzyn, Commander 

Lieutenant Shayne Calt, Deputy Commander  

Lieutenant Ronald Hayes, Deputy Commander  

Lieutenant, Deputy Commander (AKCIC) (Vacant) 

 
 
Statewide Drug and Alcohol Enforcement (SDEU) 
Captain Cornelius Sims, Commander, State K9 Coordinator 

Lieutenant Daron Cooper, Deputy Commander   

 
 
 



Alaska Wildlife Troopers (AWT) 
 

Director's Office 

Colonel Bernard Chastain, Director 

Major Aaron Frenzel, Deputy Director 

 

AWT Northern Detachment 

Captain Brent Johnson, Commander 

 

AWT Southern Detachment 

Captain Derek DeGraaf, Commander 

 

State Fire Marshals Division of Fire and Life Safety 
 

Director's Office 

Lloyd Nakano Director, State Fire Marshal  

Mark Brauneis, Assistant State Fire Marshal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

AST reference map on following page. 
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AST Detachments reference map 

 


